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strength ; his supplies were almost at an end, and the weather
in a few weeks' time would, in any case, render further opera-
tions impracticable. The retreat to the Allies' old lines north
of Haarlem completed the exhaustion of the supplies, and
the army was fortunate to be able to re-embark in safety under
the terms of a convention signed with the triumphant French.
The absence of a definite plan of operations and the complete
breakdown of the administrative services may fairly be said
to have foredoomed the operations to failure ; but the new
material that had been drafted into the army had shown itself
to be good, and there was every reason for expecting that it
would in the next campaign acquit itself with credit.
VI. THE CAMPAIGN IN EGYPT, 1799-1800
Unfortunately the ill-fortune that had pursued the Allies
in Holland also attended their efforts in other theatres of war.
The French, though they were unable to recover Italy, managed,
thanks to dissensions among the Allies, to retrieve their disasters
in  Switzerland and  Germany ;   suspicion and ill-will first
between Russia and Austria, then between Russia and England,
widened into positive alienation and finally into a definite
breach.   Before the campaign of 1800 opened the Second
Coalition had been dissolved, and England and Austria were
left  alone   in face of France, now being  reorganised and
strengthened  under   the  firm   and   masterly   leadership   of
Napoleon Bonaparte, who had returned from Egypt to effect
a coup d'etat^ and assume supreme control of the country with
the title of First Consul.   He at once took the field in person,
and in the decisive campaign of Marengo compelled Austria
to relinquish her hold of the whole of southern and the greater
part of northern Italy.    By October she had been compelled
to ask for a cessation of hostilities, while Russia, now become
an active foe to Britain, was striving to combine the northern
Powers of Europe against her former ally.
Meanwhile, the English army, which might have been
advantageously utilised in the Mediterranean to assist its
ally's operations in Italy, was wasting its energies in a series
of petty and futile expeditions. The first of these, directed
against Belleisle, off the French coast, was still-born ; and it
was not till the middle of June, when the fate of Italy had
already been decided at Marengo, that the British Government
were in a position effectively to operate in the Mediterranean.
Then a j>olicy of raiding Spanish jDorts found favour in the eyes
of ministers, and was only abandoned after two fiascos at
Ferrol and Cadiz; so that at the end of -the year they had on